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Rudolf Virchow




Virchow -1821-1902

A German doctor, anthropologist, public health
activist , pathologist , prehistorian, biologist
and politician

He is referred to as the “Father” of pathology
Worked in Charite Hospital , Berlin

Credited with one of the first descriptions of
leukaemia



Virchow - 1858

“Omnis cellula e cellula”
Every cell originates from
another existing cell

like it




In the history of all the known cases of leukaemia we
only find it once as yet recorded that the patient left
the hospital in improved health

| do not wish by any means to infer that the disease is
absolutely incurable

| hope that for it remedies will at length be discovered
1858
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Childhood
Cancer
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Fig 5.14 Total cancers

Sui\éia/al of patients diagnosed 1966-2000, by period of diagnosis

% still alive

1996-2000 N=7318
——-- 1991-1995 N=7193
- 1986-1990 N=6557
_____ 1981-1985 N=6097
— —--—— 1976-1980 N=6542
---------------------------------- 1971-1975 N=6739
_________________ — — — 1966-1970 N=6126
T T T I ' ! | |
5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Years since diagnosis



Survival increasing at 1.5% per
year
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UV exposure
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Exposure to power-frequency magnetic
fields and the risk of childhood cancer.
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Exposure to power frequency electric fields
and the risk of childhood cancer in the
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Radiation exposure

Natural background 1 mSv per year
Single CT 7-9mSv
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Kingdom

e Kim, KwangPyo; Berrington de Gonzalez, Amy;
Pearce, Mark; Salotti, Jane; Parker, Louise;
McHugh, Kieran; Craft, Alan; Lee, Choonsik

 Radiation protection dosimetry ; in press
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But what caused it doctor?
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